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Every Kenyan generates an average of 0.5 kg of waste per day, amounting to 
over 25,000 tonnes per day for the current population of 50 million. Rapid 
urbanisation in Kenya has led to an increase in waste generation, and urban 
areas are waste hotspots. However, the rise in waste generation has not been 
reciprocated by an increase in the capacity of the relevant urban authorities to 
deal with the challenge of solid waste management. Most counties and urban 
areas have poor waste management infrastructure. 

According to the National Solid Waste Management Strategy (2015), waste 
deposits that have accumulated over the years are a result of societal 
lifestyles, poor waste management practices and production technology, 
leading to environmental degradation and proliferation of diseases that 
impacts on people’s livelihood. Inadequate waste management also 
contributes to climate change due to the production of greenhouse gases, 
which eventually hinders sustainable development.

The Constitution of Kenya 2010 enhanced momentum on waste management 
through Article 42 that assures Kenyans a clean and healthy environment as a 
basic right. Article 69 obligates the government to eliminate all processes and 
activities that degrade the environment. Schedule 4 devolves domestic waste 
management to counties. 

The Sustainable Waste Management Act, (2022), establishes the legal and 
institutional framework for the sustainable management of waste and the 
realisation of the constitutional right to a clean and healthy environment 
(Article 42). It provides clear rules for how waste should be generated, 
handled, transported, recycled, and disposed of at home, in business, and 
across all counties.

The Act introduces a radical shift from a "make-use-and-throw" system to a 
sustainable, circular approach that emphasises waste prevention, resource 
efficiency, and environmental protection. The Act reduces the burden of waste 
management on taxpayers by providing for cost-sharing with the private 
sector through the Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) framework.

The Act does not cover hazardous waste. Management of such waste is done 
according to the Environmental Management and Coordination Act, 1999, 
and other relevant laws.
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Figure 1: Types of Waste and their Sources
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There are several sources of waste in Kenya, and these include:-
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Figure 2: Key Principles Guiding Sustainable Waste Management
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The Sustainable Waste Management Act, (2022) is guided by the right of 
Kenyans to enjoy a clean and healthy environment. It also embraces a 
precautionary approach, which calls for early action to prevent harm; the 
polluter pays principle, ensuring those who cause pollution bear clean up 
costs; and payment for ecosystem services, rewarding communities that 
conserve natural resources. The law also embraces zero-waste and 
sustainability principles, encouraging the design of systems that view waste 
as a resource while meeting present needs without compromising the 
well-being of future generations.
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The objectives of the SWM Act, (2022) are to—

3.1. Objectives of the Sustainable 
Waste Management Act, (2022)

Figure 3: Objectives of The Sustainable Waste Management Act, (2022)
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Waste is handled by different players across the value chain from the point of 
generation to final disposal, as shown in Figure 4 below. 

At each stage in the waste flow, the Sustainable Waste Management Act 
prescribes actions to be taken. For instance, the waste generator is expected 
to sort waste at the source. The transporter should only carry segregated 
waste to either the MRF or the composting facility. Segregated waste fractions 
from the MRF should be taken to the recycler or landfill. Residual waste 
should be taken to the landfill.  

Figure 4: Waste Flow Diagram 
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In summary, The Sustainable Waste Management Act, (2022) provides basic 
rules that everyone must follow to keep the environment clean and safe. Key 
measures and actions include:

4.1. Key Measures and Actions

Key Measures Actions
Waste Classification and 
Segregation

The Act prescribes mandatory separation of waste into 
organic, recyclable, and hazardous streams at the source. 
Everyone must therefore segregate their waste prior to 
disposal.

Material Recovery and 
Landfills

Counties are mandated to establish Material Recovery 
Facilities (MRFs) and sanitary landfills for safe waste 
treatment and disposal. MRFs serve as central points for 
sorting, segregation, composting, and recycling of waste 
collected within the county, ensuring that only residual 
waste is sent to landfills. MRFs must be licensed by NEMA. 
Sanitary landfills are supposed to be developed and 
engineered such that they do not allow contamination of 
groundwater. 

Extended Producer 
Responsibility (EPR)

Producers are accountable for managing the lifecycle of 
their products and packaging to ensure that they do not 
litter the environment. Producers are required to fulfil these 
obligations either individually or collectively through 
registered compliance schemes. 

Institutional Coordination The Act delineates the roles of national and county 
governments and the private sector. Further to this, the Act 
establishes a Waste Management Council to synchronise 
stakeholder actions and to advise the Cabinet Secretary on 
implementation of the Act.
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Financial Mechanism The Act empowers the Cabinet Secretary, in consultation 
with the Finance Cabinet Secretary, to introduce incentives 
that promote sustainable waste management. These 
include support for locally produced or imported recycling, 
composting, and waste-handling equipment, measures to 
boost private investment in materials recovery and the 
circular economy, and regulations favouring the use of 
recycled materials over new ones. Incentives target 
importers, private investors, and operators of recycling and 
composting equipment, driving both innovation and private 
sector engagement in sustainable waste solutions. 
Further, Counties are expected to allocate all waste 
collection and tipping fees or other charges levied on 
waste received at a county government waste 
management facility for the improvement of waste 
management activities and services.

Public Awareness and 
Capacity Building

The Act emphasises education and capacity building as 
essential for achieving sustainable waste management. It 
prescribes measures to promote behavioural change, 
green jobs, and sustainable consumption.
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The law recognises that managing waste is not the job of one person or group; 
it needs the effort of many people working together. Below are the main 
players responsible for putting this law into action:

Cabinet Secretary

Waste Management Council

The Cabinet Secretary executes these functions through 2 
key institutions: The Waste Management Council and the 
National Environment Management Authority, as 
summarised below:

Formulate national waste management policies, 
standards, strategies and regulations to guide the 
implementation of this Act.

Establish the Waste Management Council to guide 
national actions. 

Through the Waste Management Council coordinates 
with counties and enforces policies, including 
international waste conventions. 

Oversee and harmonise actions of counties, producers, 
and other stakeholders.

Resource mobilisation: Facilitate funding, incentives, 
and investment in waste management infrastructure and 
circular economy initiatives.

The Waste Management Council comprises a chairperson 
appointed by the president, a vice chair nominated by the 
Council of Governors, a senior officer from the Ministry 
appointed as the Council’s Secretary for environment, 
Permanent Secretaries from environment and treasury 
ministries, the Director-General of NEMA, 2 persons from the 



14 The Sustainable Waste Management Act, (2022)

Note: For details on Conduct of Business and Affairs of the Council, please refer to 
Annexe 1 of this document.

private sector, manufacturing appointed by the CS for 
environment and 2 waste management professionals 
(including one from civil society organizations) appointed by 
the CS for environment.

Its core functions include:

Align national and county government actions on 
waste management, and enhance inclusive 
inter-governmental coordination for sustainable 
waste management.

Policy Coordination:

Track progress of waste management initiatives 
and ensure compliance with the Act.

Monitoring and Evaluation: 

Facilitate collaboration among government, 
private sector, and communities. 

Stakeholder Engagement: 

Partnership Promotion: 
Promote inter-county waste management 
partnerships in consultation with county 
governments.

Promote public education, training, and 
sustainable consumption practices.

Capacity Building and Awareness: 

Provide guidance on waste management 
strategies, regulations, and incentives.

Advisory Role: 
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National Environment Management Authority

Oversee the implementation of the Act and 
ensure adherence to waste management 
standards and environmental regulations.

Issue permits for waste transport, treatment, 
recycling, and disposal facilities.

Licensing and Permits: 

Regulation and Enforcement:

Inspect waste management operations, monitor 
environmental impacts, and enforce corrective 
actions where necessary.

Monitoring and Compliance: 

Maintain a national database on waste 
generation, recycling rates, and disposal 
practices to inform policy decisions.

Data Collection and Reporting: 

Provide expert advice, guidelines, and support to 
national and county governments, as well as 
private sector operators.

Technical Guidance:

National Environment Complaints Committee (NECC)

The responsibilities of the National Environment Complaints 
Committee include:

Receiving and addressing complaints related to waste 
management.

Allowing complainants to submit supporting evidence 
such as photos, documents, or witness statements.
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County Governments

Counties are responsible for the following key functions:

Establishing Facilities:
Set up Material Recovery Facilities (MRFs) and 
sanitary landfills for safe waste treatment and 
disposal. Counties are mandated to close open 
dumpsites and create sanitary landfills.

Ensure proper segregation of waste at source 
and organised collection systems.

Waste Collection and Segregation: 

Monitor compliance with waste management 
standards and local by-laws. Counties should 
develop county waste management laws within 
two years.

Regulation and Enforcement: 

Educate communities on sustainable waste 
practices and encourage behavioural change.

Public Awareness and Participation: 

Work with the National Government, the private 
sector, and community organisations to achieve 
circular economy goals. Counties should support 
waste cooperatives and community recycling 
projects.

Collaboration with Stakeholders:

Maintain a register of all waste service providers 
operating within their boundaries.
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Under this Act, Counties still retain responsibility for overall waste 
collection and infrastructure. However, the Act promotes cost-sharing 
where public authorities handle general waste services, while producers 
finance and manage product-specific waste streams (like plastics, 
electronics, and packaging) through EPR.

Private Sector and Producers

The private sector and producers play a critical role in 
achieving sustainable waste management. Their key 
functions include:

Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR): 
Managing the end-of-life of their products and 
packaging, including take-back, recycling, or safe 
disposal.

Expanding private sector involvement in 
materials recovery, recycling, and circular 
economy initiatives.

Investment in Recycling and Recovery: 

Running recycling, composting, and other 
waste-handling facilities.

Operation of Waste Management Equipment:

Introducing sustainable waste management 
technologies and practices to improve efficiency 
and reduce environmental impact.

Innovation and Technology: 

Supporting awareness campaigns and promoting 
sustainable consumption practices among 
consumers.

Public Engagement: 
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Waste service providers, whether private or public, are 
responsible for delivering efficient and environmentally 
sound waste management services. Their key functions 
include:

Waste Service Providers

Monitoring and reporting: 
Required to prepare waste management plans 
and annual reports.

Collection and Transportation: 
Gather waste from households, businesses, and 
institutions and transport it safely to treatment or 
disposal facilities.

Segregation and Sorting: 
Ensure proper separation of organic, recyclable, 
and hazardous waste at intermediate facilities.

Recycling and Recovery: 
Operate or partner with Material Recovery 
Facilities (MRFs) to recycle and recover usable 
materials.

Treatment and Disposal: 
Manage composting and safe disposal of waste 
in accordance with environmental regulations.

Compliance and Reporting: 
Follow national and county regulations, maintain 
records, and report on waste management 
activities.
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Public Engagement: 
Educate communities on proper waste practices 
and promote participation in recycling and 
recovery programs.

The Public/ Citizens

Citizens’ responsibilities include:

Segregation at Source: 
Separating waste into organic, recyclable, and 
hazardous streams before disposal.

Producers

The roles of producers include:

Supporting local recycling initiatives and using 
collection services responsibly.

Participation in Recycling and Recovery: 

Reducing waste generation by choosing 
reusable, recyclable, or environmentally friendly 
products.

Sustainable Consumption: 

Cooperating with county and national authorities 
in implementing waste management programs.

Collaboration with Authorities: 



7.0 

20 The Sustainable Waste Management Act, (2022)

Note: For detailed information on the roles of the various stakeholders, the 
regulations that the Cabinet Secretary may issue, and the key timelines which are 
highlighted, please refer to Annexe 2.

Taking responsibility for waste caused by their 
products at post consumer level.

Conserving raw materials and energy while 
minimising the use of toxic substances, 
emissions, and waste.

Monitoring the full product life cycle and 
incorporating environmental considerations in 
product design and disposal.

Accounting Officers of Public Entities

Accounting officers of public entities' responsibilities include:

Overseeing and ensuring that all waste 
management activities within the entity comply 
with legal and environmental requirements.

Ensuring that waste generated is properly 
collected, segregated, and disposed of through 
licensed service providers.

Ensuring the entity’s premises are kept clean, 
providing appropriate waste receptacles, and 
overseeing site restoration to its natural state, 
where necessary.
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Enforcement and 
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The National Environment Management Authority (NEMA) is the primary 
regulator ensuring compliance with environmental and waste management 
laws. Offenders can face fines, jail terms, or both. Counties and producers are 
required to keep records and report their performance annually to NEMA.

Severe violations under the Act include illegal dumping, failure to segregate 
waste at source, operating without NEMA permits, mishandling hazardous 
materials, and causing pollution or environmental harm. Non-compliance with 
Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) obligations also constitutes a major 
offence. 

Such violations attract strict penalties, including fines, license suspension or 
revocation, facility closure, and legal prosecution to safeguard public health 
and the environment.

 Key prescribed fines are as follows:

Individuals who don’t sort waste or dump waste illegally face fines of KES 
20,000 or 6 Months in jail.

Anyone who blocks investigations, refuses to give required information, or 
lies to NEMA can be fined up to KES 1 Million or jailed for up to 5 Years, or 
both.

A person who fails to manage waste in accordance with this Act will be 
required by NEMA to clean up and restore the site where the waste was 
being managed to its natural state.

The Officer in charge of a public institution who pollutes the environment 
face up to KES 1 Million fine.

The responsible officer in a Public Institution that fails to comply with the 
regulations faces a fine of up to KES 200,000, or imprisonment for up to 6 
Months.

A private company that does not manage waste in accordance with the law, 
together with its officers, is liable to a fine of either 5% of its previous 
year’s income or KES 5 Million, whichever is higher, and each officer is 
liable to an additional fine of not less than KES 200,000.

6.1. Penalties
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Continued non-compliance by the private company after conviction attracts 
daily penalties, with the company fined up to 0.5% of its previous year’s 
income per day, and each officer fined up to KES 20,000 per day.

A waste service provider who breaks any rule can be fined up to KES 
50,000, jailed for up to 6 Months, or both.

Anyone who breaks any rule under this law, for which no specific penalty is 
stated, will pay a fine of between KES 2 Million and 4 Million, or be jailed for 
up to 4 Years, or face both.
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Managing waste properly needs good planning and enough funding. The law 
explains how money collected from waste-related activities should be used to 
make waste management fair and effective. The funds are used for the 
following purposes:

Figure 5: Financing Effective and Fair Waste Management
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The law promotes transparency and accountability in how waste is managed. 
It allows anyone, including waste pickers, to ask for information about waste 
activities. This helps people understand what is being done, take part in 
decision-making, and ensure that waste is managed in a transparent and 
responsible way. Below is how one can access such information through 
NEMA.

NEMA will keep records on waste management and keep them 
confidential when necessary.

Anyone can request access to waste information by writing to NEMA.

The Authority (NEMA) may charge a small fee for processing such 
requests, as approved by the Cabinet Secretary and published in the 
Gazette.
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Public consultation is an important part of this law. It ensures that every 
person, including the community members, has a chance to give their 
opinions or views before the National or the County government makes 
decisions about waste management. The law requires the government to 
inform the public early, share clear details, and give enough time for people to 
read, understand, and respond. This process helps make waste management 
plans fair, transparent, and guided by the experiences of the people most 
affected. Below is how consultation or public participation is done:

Figure 6: Public Participation in Waste Management Policies
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When the government (national or county) needs public input on waste 
management policies, plans, or actions, it must inform the public by:

1. Publishing a notice in the Kenya Gazette.
2. Publishing a notice in two national newspapers.
3.  Publishing a notice in a local newspaper.
4.  Publishing a notice in a local radio station.
5.  Through the county official in charge of the environment.

1.  Summarise the policy or plan.
2.  Say where full details can be viewed.
3.  Invite written comments or objections.
4.  Say whom to send comments to and the deadline.

All comments and objections must be sent in writing, shared in public 
meetings, or made from any other source.

The notice must:

The public should be able to get copies of the documents at a small cost.

The government must consider:

Publish a notice in the Gazette explaining the decision, the reasons for it 
and where the public can find it.

After making a decision, the government must:

If the law requires a public meeting, it must be held before a final decision is 
made.
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Monitoring is an important component in all engagements to illuminate 
progress made towards the achievement of set goals and objectives. NEMA is 
tasked to perform this role by undertaking the following activities:

Monitor counties and companies to check compliance and performance.

Require regular reports on how waste is being handled.

Investigate violations and visiting company premises if needed.

Develop regulations prescribing the procedure for reporting on 
compliance.

NEMA may, through a Gazette notice, require private entities to submit 
performance reports within specified periods.

Require non-compliant private entities to report within a set time on actions 
taken or planned to meet their waste management obligations.

Enter the premises of any private entity and make an enquiry relating to 
compliance.

Monitor, investigate, and report on compliance by both public and private 
entities.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.



11.0 

Dispute 
Resolution

The Sustainable Waste Management Act, (2022) 33



34 The Sustainable Waste Management Act, (2022)

If someone is unhappy with the denial of a license, conditions added to a 
license, fees charged, restoration orders or any other issue, they can 
appeal to the National Environment Tribunal within 60 days.

Sometimes disagreements may arise when implementing waste management 
matters, the law provides a fair way to handle such issues through an appeal 
process. This ensures that everyone has a chance to be heard and that 
decisions are made justly. Below is how disputes related to waste 
management can be resolved.
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The Waste Management Council was established under the law to support 
better coordination in the waste sector. It brings together different members 
who meet regularly to make important decisions and guide the smooth 
running of waste management activities. The Council follows clear procedures 
to ensure its meetings and decisions are fair, transparent, and 
well-documented. Below is how the Council conducts its work.

Annexe 1: Conduct of the Business 
and Affairs of the Council 

Activity How the council works
Call for Meetings The Council meets every 3 Months (quarterly).

Who Leads the Meetings The chairperson leads the meeting.

If absent, the vice-chairperson leads.

If both are absent, members choose one of them to lead 
that meeting.

At least two-thirds of the members must be present to do 
official business.

Quorum (Minimum 
Members Needed)

At least two-thirds of the members must be present to do 
official business.

Decision-Making Decisions are made by majority vote.

The chairperson has one vote like everyone else, and a 
second vote to break ties (if needed).

Valid Meetings Meetings and decisions are still valid even if a member’s 
appointment is faulty or if there is a vacancy.
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Meeting Notes/ Minutes The Council must keep a record (official notes) of the 
meeting and provide the same to the Cabinet Secretary 
for Environment.

Committees The Council can form committees and give them certain 
responsibilities.

Setting Own Rules The Council may establish its own rules of meetings, but 
they should be lawful.

Conflict of Interest A member with a personal interest in something under 
discussion (an item on a contract) must say it and is not 
entitled to count or vote on the item.

Seconded Staff The Cabinet Secretary can assign government staff to 
help the Council work effectively.

Hiring Experts The Council can hire experts or consultants if needed.

Reporting The Council must send an annual report to the Cabinet 
Secretary.

The Cabinet Secretary can also ask for a report on 
specific issues at any time.

NOTE: The chairperson may at any time convene a special meeting of the council 
and is required to do so within fifteen days of receiving a written notice of the meeting 
signed by at least 3 members.
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Annexe 2: Roles and Responsibilities
of Different Stakeholders 
in Waste Management

Stakeholders Roles
The Council Strengthen inclusive inter-governmental coordination for 

sustainable waste management.

Assess progress in implementing the national 
sustainable waste management strategy.

Recommend to the Cabinet Secretary the national waste 
management, recycling, and recovery targets.

Coordinate the development of waste management 
infrastructure.

Mobilise resources for financing the waste management 
sector.

Promote inter-county waste management partnerships 
in consultation with county governments.

Recommend to the Cabinet Secretary incentives to 
promote sustainable waste management.

Perform such other functions as may be assigned by the 
Cabinet Secretary.

This is a body that listens to and addresses complaints 
about waste management. Below are the roles:

The National Environment 
Complaints Committee 
(NECC) 

1.

2.

Handles complaints and grievances about waste 
management.

It must set up a complaints system for people to report 
problems or wrongdoings related to waste.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.
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Anyone making a complaint can also provide evidence, 
like photos, documents, or witness statements, to 
support their case.

3.

The CS (Ministry of Environment):The Cabinet Secretary 
(CS)

Leads the development of national waste policies and 
rules in consultation with the Authority and county 
governments.

Ensures Kenya complies with the national and 
international waste and chemical laws and agreements/ 
conventions.

Oversees the implementation of this law across the 
country.

Develop a National Waste Management strategy and 
action plan within two years of the coming into force of 
this Act which shall be reviewed every five years.

Within six months of the commencement of this Act, the 
Cabinet Secretary is to gazette the categories of private 
sector entities required to prepare waste management 
plans, based on the volume of waste they produce.

Develop regulations for the framework for inter-county 
co-operation on waste management.

In consultation with NEMA and county governments, 
make regulations to:

Establish proper management of materials recovery 
facilities.

Close open dumpsites.

Guide sustainable waste management.

Promote the expansion of markets for recycled 
products.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

a.

b.

c.

d.
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The Cabinet Secretary, after consulting NEMA, may make 
regulations to support the implementation of this Act. These 
may include:

Set health, safety, and environmental standards for 
waste handling, recycling, landfills, and 
waste-to-energy projects, including:

e.

Labour and health standards for waste handlers.

Quality and certification standards for organic waste.

Operational standards for dumpsites.

The classification of engineered sanitary landfills.

The formation of waste collection, materials recovery 
and recycling savings and credit cooperative 
organisations.

The facilitation of waste-to-energy and 
waste-to-manure projects.

The facilitation of the collection of different types of 
wastes, including medical waste, chemical waste 
and construction waste.

i.

ii.
iii.

iv.

v.

vi.

vii.

PROVISIONS ON DELEGATED POWERS: WHAT 
REGULATIONS CAN THE CS MAKE?

Requirements mentioned in the Act.

Take-back schemes.

Changing dumpsites into proper landfills.

Categories of waste segregation.

Design and labelling of waste transport vehicles.

Materials recovery facilities.

Waste collection schedules for sorted waste.

Importation/exportation of waste.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
6.

7.

8.
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The Authority (NEMA) is responsible for:National Environment 
Management Authority 
(NEMA) Developing standards and guidelines for managing 

waste properly.

Generating and sharing waste-related information with 
the public in consultation with county governments.

Making sure waste laws are followed (with the help of 
counties).

Giving licenses for waste service providers (where 
counties are not in charge).

Conducting research, training the public, and raising 
awareness on waste management.

NEMA, in collaboration with county governments, is 
required to create a partnership program with industries 
to promote continuous waste management education 
and compliance.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

National colour coding for different waste types.

Any other matter under this Act.

9.

10.

Waste Management Education: The Cabinet Secretary for 
Environment must work with the Cabinet Secretary for 
Education and NEMA to create a school curriculum on 
sustainable waste management, within one year of the act 
coming into operation.

The Cabinet Secretary for Environment, in consultation with 
county governments, is required to develop a timetable for 
county governments to adopt the Act and regulations made 
thereunder. 

MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS/ OTHER IMPORTANT 
MATTERS

County Governments
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Data on the quantity and type or classification of waste 
generated, stored, transported, treated, transformed, 
reduced, recycled, recovered or disposed of.

A register of licensed waste management, recycling and 
other related activities.

The status of the generation, collection, reduction, 
reuse, recycling, transportation, treatment and disposal 
of waste.

The impact of waste on health and the environment.

The levels and extent of waste management services 
provided by counties.

Information on compliance with this Act.

Any other information that is necessary for the purposes 
of the effective administration of this Act.

i.

ii.

iii.

iv.

v.

vi.

vii.

The NEMA also shares reports and supports counties and 
other government departments with information.

Counties are responsible for:County Governments

Managing waste within their areas.

 Submitting annual reports to the Authority and county 
assembly on the implementation of the county waste 
management plan.

Making sure their waste laws/ regulations/ policies 
match the national Act.

Creating collection points for waste, material recovery 
facilities and sanitary landfills.

Keeping records on waste and sharing them with NEMA.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Monitoring and assuring compliance 

Building a national waste information system to track:

7.

8.
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Companies making, rebranding, refilling, converting or 
importing products must:

Producers 

Private Sectors

Maintaining data on waste management service 
provision by waste management service providers and 
share the information at least once a year through the 
national waste information system.

Including waste management in county plans and 
budgets.

Developing county laws within two years of the Act’s 
commencement.

Licensing the MRFs and following national rules on how 
to run them.

Encouraging people to sort waste at home, especially in 
informal settlements.

Planning for waste systems in growing cities.

Creating and monitoring county waste plans.

The report progresses every year to the NEMA and 
county assemblies.

Ensure that cities plan for waste management facilities 
as part of city expansion.

Preparing and submitting to the county assembly, for 
approval, an integrated county waste management plan 
once every five years.

Integrating the waste management plan into the 
integrated county development plan.

Each county executive committee member is required to 
develop a framework for inter-county cooperation on 
waste management, including shared treatment, 
recovery, and disposal facilities, for county assembly 
approval.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.
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Private Sectors Each entity is required to prepare a three-year waste 
management plan and submit an annual report to NEMA 
showing the amount of waste generated, how it was 
managed, and any other required details. 

Adopt cleaner production practices by conserving raw 
materials and energy, minimising toxic materials, 
reducing emissions and waste, and tracking products 
throughout their lifecycle.

Identify and eliminate potential negative impacts of the 
product.

Enable the recovery and reuse of the product where 
possible, reclaim and recycle.

Incorporate environmental concerns in the design, 
process and disposal of the product.

Collect, segregate waste by separating hazardous waste 
from non-hazardous waste and dispose of the waste in a 
facility provided by the county government, the Authority 
or a licensed facility.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Take responsibility for the waste caused by their 
products.

Improve production processes through conserving raw 
materials and energy.

Limit the use of toxic raw materials and reduce toxic 
emissions and waste. 

Monitor the product cycle from beginning to end.

Consider environmental concerns in the design process 
and disposal of the product.

Follow rules under "Extended Producer Responsibility 
(EPR)."

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.



The Sustainable Waste Management Act, (2022) 45

Transfer the waste to a person who is licensed to 
transport and dispose of the waste in accordance with 
this Act.

Clean up and restore the site it was using to its natural 
state.

Prepare a waste management plan and integrate it into 
its corporate strategies and plans.

Provide waste segregation receptacles at its premises 
for organic, plastic and general dry waste.

7.

8.

9.

10.

Waste Service Providers Collect and transport sorted (segregated) waste 
properly.

Only take waste to licensed recycling or disposal sites.

Must be licensed.

1.

2.

3.

The Public Segregate the waste at source into organic and 
non-organic fractions and place in labelled and 
colour-coded receptacles, bins, containers and bags.

Dispose of the waste to licensed waste service providers 
or at designated collection points. 

1.

Accounting Officer of a 
Public Entity

Oversee waste management in the public entity in line 
with the Act

An accounting officer is supposed to ensure that:

1.

2.

2.

Anyone managing a facility that generates waste must 
reduce waste by using resources efficiently, avoiding 
toxic materials, minimising emissions and monitoring 
product life cycle.

Any person who produces waste is required to collect, 
segregate and dispose of waste in accordance with this 
Act.

i.

ii.
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Any person who produces waste transfers waste to a 
licensed waste service provider to dispose of the waste 
in accordance with this Act.

The entity cleans up and restores the site to its natural 
state or near its natural state.

The entity prepares a waste management plan and 
integrates the plan into its corporate strategy and plan.

The entity provides waste receptacles at its premises for 
organic, plastic and general dry waste and the waste 
generated is recycled through a licensed service 
provider.

iii.

iv.

v.

vi.
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